Promoting generic medication prescribing by order interface redesign: small change, large impact.
Prescription drugs are a significant component of the ever increasing health care costs. We describe the effects on generic medication prescribing behavior achieved through redesign of the order entry interface of our institutions ambulatory electronic health record. The redesign involved custom programming that automatically substituted brand medications with their generic equivalents and only allowed continuation with the brand medication if the clinician made an extra mouse click selecting "dispense as written". We conducted a before-after retrospective study around the time of the redesign and witnessed a net 36.9% percentage increase in the number of generic medications prescribed.